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him. In other words, each described the elephant only to the limited extent that he knew it. For example, the man who touched the tail had no doubt that the elephant was like a rope; the one who felt the leg thought the elephant to be like a tree. Each described the elephant as he imagined it to be and each thought he was correct in his judgement.
In this same way, though I may not always realize or admit it, I also make such judgements. For example, in judging* another person I say that he is an honest, a fair, From these two experiences, I conceived the idea that Buddhism consists of sitting in front of the Hotokesama, putting the hands together and saying something which is difficult to understand.
I had the fortunate opportunity to meet a student from the United States ancl we became good friends. This young student from the United States once told me of an incident which happened to her while she was in America. Once she was invited to a church meeting at one of the churches. After having a nice time dining, talking and playing together, she was put in a car whose owner she didn't know. There were three children, two boys and a little girl who appeared to be about two years old. The stars and the moon, seen through the windows of the car, Good Buddhists ancl students who are learning about Buddhism diligently at school know the philosophy of it and try to understand difficult sutras more and more.
They always seem to be frowning, worrying, worrying, and thinking deeply.
The philosophy of Buddhism is difficult. Buddha taught what he deemed was absolutely essential for one's purification and was characteristically silent on questions irrelevant to his noble mission. Incidentally, he forestalled many a modern scientist ancl philosopher. The moral and philosophical teachings of the Buddha are to be studied, to be practised, ancl above all to be realized by one's own intuitive wisdom.
Children should be encouraged by somebody to begin the study of Buddhism. There should be preparations which lead children to acquire and interest in Buddhism ancl which encourage its study and practice. Whose responsi bility is it to do so? I believe it is the family's. I believe children should get some knowledge about Buddhism in their own family, rm not saying that parents should teach their children about the doctrine of the Buddha and things 一 153 一 which lead them to become Buddhists, but to encourage their interest in the stories and happenings which are told from ancient times in Japan and mythology in which many children are sure to be interested.
When they grow up and become okl enough to think about this world, and their own insignificance, I ， m sure they will become interested in Buddhism and will be anxious to learn more about Buddhism that they have been taught since childhood. There will be no person who can make them Buddhists but themselves.
Let's make Buddhism in Japan more familiar to us. It was not long before that I had two little birds.
When I woke up in the morning, they used to sing a clear and lovely song. I would say to them, "Good morning.
How are you?" and they would sing to me, Good morning.
How are you?" When I was absorbed in thought, they 一 154 一 looked at me apprehensively, with their little heads tilted to one side, as if they wanted to know why I was so troubled, When I came home from school, they welcomed me in a sweet, lovable voice. They were so lovely that they became my consolation and encouragent.
Last summer,however. I am sorry to say, they died, and I was empty in my mind as the cage was empty on my In these words, the Buddha tells us that even after his death, that is, even though he comes to nothing, still he lives eternally, and shows himself according to people's desire to see him. And we feel that there is a world other than that in which which we live, a world beyond life and death, which I should like to call "the world of meaning'." In short, this is the world where various kinds of suffer ing are triumphant. Therefore, it is necessary for us to turn our eyes towards the world of meaning where the Buddha abides forever. Otherwise, we shall not be able to free ourselves from the bonds of this suffering, and achieve true happiness, 
